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It seems 2 long time since our last Wews & Views was sent your way since none vas
sent in December because of the holidays. Though it is a little late I'd like .to
vish each and every one of you a very Happy and Prosperous lew Year. May:the lew
Year bring youw even more fun and satisfaction in all your gardenlng endeavors,
vhether it be nursing those Christmas plants along to have the bloomc last as

long as possible or hybridizing a future Duke's ledal Vinner! I

The first meeting of the Twin City Iris oocietv of the year 1905 will be January
21, 1965 at 8:00 p.m. at the usuval meeting place, the YWCA, Twelptn and Yicollet,
Minneapolis. The program (see President's 1ett9r) promises to be of interest to
everyone and just the thing to bring a breath of spring and gardening into the

cold, snowy, month of January.
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This will be the debut of the New Officers for 1965, too. Ve hope that there will
be a large turn-out for this meeting to shov your officers you intend to back them
in their efforts to make this an informative and interesting year for the Society.

The off 1cers for 1965 are as follows: President - Mrg, A, M, (Greta) Kessenick
1st Vice President - lir., W. &, (Gus) Sindt
2nd Vice President - Mr, Henry Halvorson
Secretary . - Mrg. Valter (Zlla) Johnson
- Treasurer . ~ kr, Walter Carlock
Corresponding Secretary - lirs., Robert A, (Sunny) Tetkow
Board of Directors - New kembers:
: Mrs. George (Carol) Lankow
iy, Stanton Rudaer-

o . e krs, D, C. (Virginia) Messer
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Many of our members have paid their 1965 dues, and we thank them for being ‘so
prompt in their payment, If you have not paid your dues for 1965 would you please
do it now, before you forget, put them in the mail or bring them to the meeting
January 21lst, 'Ye would like to have: the yearbook ready by the ﬂebruary meeting
and wve would appreciate your co~onerutlon by getting your duss in as soon as
possible. Send dues to:

Mrs, Stanton Ru&ser

2548 Douglas Drive

Minneapolis, Minnesota H5u22

. Thank you.
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THE PRTSIDENT'S LETTER

Looking over the beautiful snow-blanketed iris and border garden, one is inspired
much more than a similar inspection at other times of the year. There are no
weeds to be pulled, cultivating or faded blossoms to be rempved, The mind is free
to consider the garden as a whole and we have time to solve some of its problems.



It is now that we can begin to visualize the landscape for future plantlng and
listen to the garden as it speaks 1oud1y of its needs

The cold of the winter day is forgotten for an 1nstant when I thlnk of the ‘new bed
of tulips and daffodils planted, also of all the new 1rls that w1ll be bloomlng
for the very flrst time, 2 ;

The most beautiful iris characterlstlc developed in recent years is the petal
ornamentation knowvn as lac1ng. The edees of the petals are crinkled, frilied On
laced in tiny horn-like formations.” Th ege varieties are very femlnlne 1ook1ng

and so popular. ‘A few grow1ne among tallored or 11ﬁht1J ruffled iris adds dlS*. %
tlnctlon to a gardens x : :

e can garden'more ‘intelligently vhen ve.recognize the infinitesimal forces called
chromosomes that lie in the center of the life bearing seed and carry in them a . -~
series of hereditary factors called genes--each one'a pucaet of some vital charac-
teristic to appear in the plant. Ftis 1argel; through the use of this information
that hybridizers ‘have been able to dttaln great- ‘gtrides in plant breeding and give
to irisarians & dl‘ferent style and tvPe of flower, qu glory of the early summer
garden is the irig in its manv ehade  hues: and 51zes Q

Soon the catalogues’ wlll be fllllng ‘the mall box, remlndlng us of those beautiful
varities we wanted g6 much last blooming geason ard during the show. For companion
flowers in the border garden, do order somethlng you haven’t grovn before. Tx-
periments may bring qome dlsapp01ntments but thet ig part of | gardening. It may
also bring great Satlefactlon.. Every néw plant:grown broadens the scope of horti-
culture and upgrades your garden.  One f the most unusual and beautiful plants in
our garden was the Glorlosa Rothschildiana or Glory ILily, a treasured tuber given
me by an iris grower. By July, the first flower opened exotic in' color and shape.
The petals are sharply recurved brilliant crimsen, banded in chartreuse. Plant in
full sun, with a fence on which to climb. The tuber will continue to produce as
the plant climbs, giving light to ten blooms in suecession, ” Catalogues do not do
them justice. In the fall dlu them carefully and store I e e gt )

During 1965 we would like a conqlderable 1ncrease An membershlp This requires
extended effort -on the part of everyone. To meke this drive interesting, iris
rhizomes vill be offered as an incentive.: Holl's new "Wine and Roses" will be the
number one prize. Other rhizomes will be offered.  This will be outlined in the
Februvary issue. shnip

January 21, 1965, our first meeting of the new year vill be of much interest, Wr.
Bob Quinn of the California Chemiecal Company will show a new film on flowers and
insects and also give a talk on Chemicals for the Garden.

Iris Species will be the topic discussed by Mr. Gus Sindt.

Do make a special effort to see and hear this interesting and instructive program.
Invite your friends. I hope to see all of you January 2lst at YWCA at 8:00 p.m.

Greta M, Kesgsenich

Pregident
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The following article will appear in the next issue of the Southern Illinois
Scciety Bulletin. It was written by our Past President, Mr. Glenn Hanson, who is
now Regional Vice President of our area, Region 8.

It is such a delightful and instructive article that all members of the Twin City
Irig Society will find it most interesting.

Greta M, Kessenich, President
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IRIS GROWING IN MINNESOTA

By &, F, Hanson, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Regional Vice President, American Iris Society, Region 8

Several years ago I sat on a stool in a coffee shop somevhere in southern Missouri

engaged in neighborly chit-chat with the occupant of the adjacent stool. He said,

"So you're from Minnesota? TYour state used to be famous for two things, your great
football teams and your abomingble climate., By the way, vhatever happened to those
great teams of the 30's?™" The implication in my impromptu friend's pleasantry was

starkly apparent. Now we are famous for just one thing!

I am convinced that our reputation has become somewhat exaggerated. We don't live
in igloos, and we don't put our cars up on blocks for the winter. But the simple
truth ig inescapable--it does get cold in Minnesota. 4 glance at one of the stan-
dard temperaturs maps commonly found in gardening books will disclose that most of
our state lies in Zone 3--minimum temperature in an average year 20 to 35 degrees
below zero. Southern Illinois lies mogtly in Zone H—--minus H to minus 10 degrees.
In the same book you will find a map of the average planting dates, assumed to be
when the soil temperature reaches U5 degrees. In the Minneapolis area this is May
1st. In southern Illinois it is from March 16 to April 1. The average date of
the first killing frost here is September 20. Down there it is from October 10 to
October 20. The average date of our last killing frost is May 10. Yours is April
10. To summarize, our growing season is two months shorter than yours, one month
at each end of the season, And when it gets cold, we are from 15 to 25 degrees
colder than you are.

Now these frank observations are considerably more realistic than you will usually
get out of a Minnesotan. Up here it is considerzd more socially acceptable to
refer to our climete as "invigorating." And, admittedly, all things are relative.
An fgkimo might construe our winters as uncomfortably warm and balmy., Unhappily,
however, I am not an Sskimo, and nature has provided me with an abundance of vigor
vithout the necessity of climatic stimuli. I may well lose my citizenship for
admitting it, but at 35 below zero I am not invigorated; I am cold!

Our horticultural problems are not confined to short seasons and low temperatures.
Our seasonal changes are often gbrupt. In the spring the transition from "un-
seasonable cold" to "unseasonable heat" is frequently very brief. The same is
true of the other end of the season. This year after our gardens had been cut
down by frost, we experienced a long period of pleasantly warm weather., As thisg
is written it is late November. One week ago I was working outside in my shirt

sleeves, Today we broke all previous records with an impressive 17 below zero!

And then there is the matter of rainfall, vhich seems to follow a feast or famine
schedule. On the day before our local iris show in 1963, driving winds and
torrential rains tore our potential ridbbon winners to shreds and pounded them into
the mud. That was the last measurable rain that fell on our gardens until late



September, and in the meantime everything dried to an attractive golden brown.
But this year things were better, The rains stopped earlier and our show entries
were spared. And with a total absence of moigture throughout the summer--well,
at least there was very little trouble with leaf spot!

Hovever, despite possible indications to the contrary, I come not to bury Minnesota,
but to praise the iris. It is obvious that vunder the conditions described, you
just can't raise irises, but happily we Minnesota grovers haven't found out about
its f you will consult the schedule of 1964 ghows in the October issue of the
4,1.8, Bulletin, you will fird that five shows were held in Minnesota, with our
Minneapolis show ranking third in size in the entire nation, MNoreover, after
viewing irises in bloom in other parts of the country, I am convinced that the
auality of our local product is second to none, Ve seem to have done a remarkable
job of keeping it secret from the rest of the world, but the truth is that Minn-
esota 1s an extremely fine iris growing arca. In the past twvo successive years of
the vorst growing conditions within my memory, the only garden subjects that
performed in a reasonably satisfactory manner vere our heroic irises,

Our state contains a wide variety of soils, ranging from pure clay through rich
black loam to clear gand, but with a predomin&nce of soil structures entirely
acceptable to the iris. The Hansons are most fortunate in this respect. Our home
is north of Minneapolis on the banks of the Mississippi, and our gardens are
composed of fertile, loose textured silt laid dowvn by the river in prehistoric
times. The irises revel in it, growing spectacularly and putting out feeder roots
often in excess of two feet.

Along vith several hundred varieties of the tall beardeds, we grow a libera
agsortment of dwarfs, Siberians, Japanese gpurias, and various species. VWith
regard to this latter category, we find that we are subject to unfortunate
limitations. UNMany of the lovely and interesting species, as well as all of the
bulbous irises, find our winters just too robust for their delicate constitutions.
We have been successful in experimentally bringing & number of these thin blooded
beauties through the winter, but the excessive protective measures required are
too troublesome and time consuming to be worthwhile. One specialty of ours which
is unusual for this area is a large collection of arilbreds. Nany of these exotic
things are inclined to be temperamental and do not take kindly to Minnesota, but
for reasons hest known to themgelves they ceem to like us and they perform magni-
ficently. Our earliest dwarfs bloom about the middle of April. The peak of the
tall bearded geason ig the firgt wesk of June.

Here, as elsewhere, you can find as many fertilizer theories as you can find
grovers, Ve use a 6-2U-2U4 formula, apnlied tvice a yoﬂ This results in an
abundance of large flowers and fine strorng stalirg, Ve rarelv gtake an iris, even
the notoriously weak stemmed varieties e believe that the low nitrogen and high
potash formula avoids excessive soft +baf growth, while producing the tough, solid
rhizomes essential to our climate. And wve use the controversial gypsum. The soil

in this area was formed from the decomposition of limestone and is precominantly
alkaline. We first adopted gypsum because it secmed logical under these circum-
stances. Our iris beds are now slightly on the £1id side. Without ruling out the
possibility of coincidence, we have observed an interesting side effect-—since
adopting gypsum we haven't had a single case of rhizome rot, and this includes some
wet years. Reports from other growers who have borrowed our methods tend to con-
firm these results.

Except in an unusually wet year, linnesota rhizomes differ somewhat from those
grown to the west and south of us. We seldom produce the huge potato size so
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attractive in appearance to the purchaser. Ours are generally smaller, but more
dense in texture. They may be short on eye apneal, but they can safely be planted
anyvhere in the country with assurance of excellent performance. The reverse is
not alvays true. e often have trouble getting the big, beautiful west coast
rhizomes to settle down and start growving. Some of our growers report better
results from laying them out and letting them dry several days before planting.

From time to time it becomes apparent that the originators of new irises do not
have Minnesota in mind vhen they select seedlings for introduction, Certain
varietieg, including some of the new and highly acclaimed things, are not suffi-
ciently hardy to withstand our wvinters. dJust why an area capable of producing
five schovs, including the third largest in the nation, whould be ignored in this
respect is an unanswered question. Ve are a tolerant race, and one $25 investment
vhich leaves us with an empty space in the spring might be forgiven. However,
after two or three such disasters ve are not likely to greatly revere the name of
that originator, and we do talk to each other, Hrbridizers who are truly inter-
ested in the hardiness of their masterpieces would do well to guest them in
Minnesota before introduction. Sabers are beginning to rattle in the Northland.
Region & is on the march. A number of fine things have already been introduced
by Minnesota and Wisconsin hybridigzers, and many others will be forthcoming. Some
of our folks actually leave their geedling beds entirely unprotected over winter
to automatically eliminate any weak sisters, VWe do not expect this degree of
robust tolerance from the products of others, but ve do know that there are thou-
sands of proven varisties, both old and new. Ve feel that an iris worthy of
introduction snould be able to survive here under reasonable protective measures,

This brings up the matter of protection, A winter mulch of hay, leaves, or other
loose material is &bsolutely essential in this area. In our own gardens we use
baled hay, shaken out and applied to a depth of six or eight inches., Ve cut back
the fans before applying it. Not all of our grovwers go ito this extra trouble,
but we like to remove as many potential insect eggs and fungus gpores as possible
from our gardens in the fall, and the short fans provide admirable anchors for
the loose hay. In all of our plartings, including all the off-beat types that we
grow, ve rarely experience losses in excess of 1 or 2 per cent.

Aside from the foregoing, Minnesota iris cnlture involves only one additional
precaution. Barly planting, while not absolutely escential, is very helpful, Our
groving season ig short, and the rhizome that has had sufficient time to get its
roots established has a better chance of surviving. Some of our commercial grovers
reset their beds late in the fall after all shipping hag been completed, but for
the amateur it is risky to delay beyond September 1. In our own gardens we try to
get the hay on the newest plantings early, before the ground freezes, The roots go
right on groving under the hay long after everything else has frozen up and come to
a standstill., Yo, ve don't have any trouble with field mice setting up housekeep-
ing under the hay. Along with Ma and FPa, our gardening family includes a very
wise, efficient, and discriminating cat (name of Sedgwick; very partial to peanut
butter and fancy crackers)., He disdainfully ignores all the wonderful birds that
inhabit our river home, but he ig deadly to any and all four-~footed beasties that
might be so incautious as to venture into our gardens,



